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Roman 8:18-39 describes in great detail how
creation is groaning to be released from its pain
and suffering.

will have a purpose for the Kingdom. As sons of
God, we are called to suffer for Him but the glory
promised FAR outweighs our present suffering.

“18 Yet what we suffer now is nothing compared
to the glory he will give us later. 19 For all creation
is waiting patiently and hopefully for that future
day when God will resurrect his children. 20-21
For on that day thorns and thistles, sin, death,
and decay—the things that overcame the
world against its will at God’s command—will all
disappear, and the world around us will share
in the glorious freedom from sin which God’s
children enjoy.” Roman 8:18-19

Jesus did no less than He expects of us He offered
up His life for the Purpose of God’s Kingdom. Jesus’
death and resurrection paid the price of sin and
imputed unto us eternal life and restored us to
a FULL relationship with the father. We are being
perfected, entering His rest, coming back into the
harmony and glory we had with Him in the garden
of EDEN, this time never to be separated again
from Him.

Therefore, who can condemn us after God has
declared us by His love, and great mercy, NOT
GUILTY! The enemy wants to lure us into believing
that during trials and challenges God has deserted
us. Vs 36 reminds us that we are like sheep awaiting
slaughter for his namesake BUT even though we
face persecution to the point of our lives being
threatened God will give us VICTORY.
We are not our own and we have been created for
the Master’s service. The sheep gives its wool and
meat etc to the master; we too are called to give
up everything in God’s service. Even in death, the
sheep is fulfilling a purpose so too even our death

So we don’t have to dread the future, as it is secure
in God; our hope is not misplaced. Even though
our best efforts may fail God’s purpose won’t.
Life may throw everything at us and overwhelm us
with the unexpected. Be it sickness, loss, tragedy
or natural disasters. God promised us victory.
Nothing takes Him by surprise. He orders our steps,
prays for us and leads us out of trials into VICTORY!
His sovereignty is unchallenged and undeniable.
He will get us to the end of the game.
Devotion For April 1st 2021
By Lorraine Rainford.
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“The Game is afoot,”
Sherlock Holmes’ famous
saying, as he typically
dashed off in pursuit of
yet another clue with Dr.
Watson in tow, inspires us
not to accept life as a string of circumstantial
occurrences. Rather, we are to be critical
in our assessment of things and wrestle
appearances to the ground until we have
wrung evidence out of it that supports a
logical conclusion.
Lorraine Rainford’s insightful devotional
reflects on the wonderful privilege of having
A Free Pass Into The End Game through
the grace of Jesus. Tony Bryce answers the
Q&A: Does God Take Sides? God played
the long game with Satan for over 2000 years
but now the end game is in sight so, Suyin
Sutherland discusses The End Game
Plan. God knows what move will bring the
game to its conclusion. We have to trust Him
as He plays out His hand. Satan’s strategies
to outsmart God will not work as he’s not an
even match for God.
Similarly, in the game of chess, we don’t
move randomly; we study the board in
anticipation of the opponent’s next move.
Teresa Randle discusses the Queen’s
Gambit, a chess move based on the principle
of sacrificing a little, early in the game, to
later gain a lot.
We must advance with clear objectives and
strategies while sticking to the rules. Homer
Slack in his exploration of The Monopoly
Mindset, cautions us against the common
error of wanton, accumulation of temporal
things, at the risk of losing out on great
eternal gains.
Teamwork yields more efficient results with
fewer pyrrhic victories than that of a oneman band attempt. Jo-Ann Richards-Goffe
encourages us to be willing to see the bigger
picture and Take One For The Team. Yes,
being a maverick isn’t the best in life, there is
strength in unity. So, Barbra Payne reiterates
that we should always be willing to give A
Helping Hand Across the Finish Line.
4
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Life is indeed like a game; it really shouldn’t
be taken for granted as the odds are eternal
life or death. LaQwonna Glaster highlights
this in her review of the film, Hunger
Games.
As we engage in The End Game, we must
seek God’s guidance for the strategies that
will help us to avoid the agony of defeat and
taste the thrill of victory. We have copious
advice and encouragement from both
Cypriana Patterson who coaches us to go
for the Slam Dunk and David Ferguson
who steers us away from the futility of
Shadow Boxing.
We have to tune into God and train hard,
for every new encounter with our opponents
will be different. Cheryl Williams reminds
us to be ready to take life’s unexpected
Penalty Shootouts. We have to maintain
fitness and awareness of the changes going
on and be alert as there is no demilitarized
zone; you are either on God’s Team or the
devils. We comment on world affairs over the
last quarter in World In View, while giving
insightful general knowledge in, Did you
Know? In light of all these global changes,
Lisa Wilson illustrates how to Stay On
point and Hit the Bullseye.
Our Storyteller, Dorian Slack recalls how
his dream of being a professional footballer
was shattered by Injury, and how he
recovered. We introduce youth poet, Lacia
Whyte whose poem Lockdown, expresses
her spiritual transformation during COVID.
Jhonelle Grant writes reflectively in #Youth
SHARE, asking What’s the Point of the
Game? We conclude with our feature hymn,
Crown Him with Many Crowns.
Have a blessed Holy Season. p

Angela Slack

SHARE MAGAZINE is a FREE
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challenging
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You have questions
we’ve got answers

&

DOES GOD TAKE SIDES?

T

Does He care when I pray for my team to win?

Throughout the gospels, Jesus was
often presented with questions.
Some were enquiries from those
genuinely searching for answers
(John 3). Others were meant to trick
him or to test him. On one occasion
he refused to answer one of their
questions until they answered his;
he had discerned their intentions
(Luke 20:8). When he did answer
their question, he always conveyed
some deeper meaning, challenged
their understanding, and revealed
something about what matters
most to God.
In Joshua chapter 5 verses 13 to 15
Jesus the Christ has a pre-incarnate
encounter with Joshua. He appears
to Joshua as the Captain of
Heaven’s Army and has a sword in
His hands and a clear strategy, goal,
and purpose in mind – to breach the
formidable walls of Jericho and to
secure victory for the King’s cause.
Seeing this formidable attacking
midfield player (a reference to the
number 10 position of the beautiful
game), Joshua nervously asks are
you for us - have you come to join
our team, to fight with us and for
us, or are you on the side of the

opposition?
In verse 14 the Captain of heaven’s
squad, replies “neither”, I have not
come to take sides, I have come to
execute heaven’s game plan. The
question you need to be asking
Joshua is, are you on my side? Are
you willing to execute heaven’s
game plan? Recognising the
authority of the Captain of heaven’s
army, Joshua surrenders his plans
for heaven’s game plan, replying,
“What message does my Lord have
for His servant?” Joshua had his
personal motivations; he wanted
the Captain of heaven’s army to
get behind and support his side
and his team, and to work against,
oppose and frustrate the plans of
the opposition’s team. That’s not
how it works with God.
The lesson for us here is not about
God submitting to our will, and
aligning Himself with our team, our
goals, plans, ambitions, and cause,
but our willingness to sign up to and
surrender our ways and our plans to
his way and plans. When we do, He
provides all the necessary support
for victory. So that’s the deeper

meaning to the question - Does
God take sides?
In conclusion, from our example the
principle is clear, God is not all that
interested in our for-and-against
battles. He wants people to come
out in support of His plans. When
we do, he shows up and comes
out in support of anything that
concerns His kingdom, power, and
glory. Notwithstanding, we must be
careful as God’s people not to take
for granted this privileged position,
a lesson Joshua would later come
to painfully learn in chapter 7, when
the people of God experienced a
crushing and unexpected defeat
because a member of the team
acted recklessly.
Does God take sides, yes, he is for
those who are for him, even then,
we must do what is good and what
the Lord requires? Whose side are
you on? Have you signed up to
Team Jesus? p
Tony Bryce
Pastor & Tactics Coach
www.olive-branch.org.uk/obacademy-online/tactics/
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In chess there is a very famous opening,
it is called the Queen’s gambit; the white
chess piece sacrifices a pawn early to get a
better winning chance later and open up
the middle of the board for the Queen.
When you come to know the Lord
Jesus you will have to make sacrifices to
gain a better eternity and open up the
way for the King to move in your life.
Sometimes, God has an unseen plan for
your life, preparations and giftings may
have been honed for a specific purpose.
Would you have the courage to step
forward into that purpose?
David in 2 Samuel 24:18-24, reveals
that God sometimes has a plan that
could never have been understood at
the time. David was told by Gad, a
prophet, to buy a threshing floor from
Arunah the Jebusite. The Jebusites lived
in the hill country where Jerusalem is
today and were descendants of Ham,
who was placed under the judgement
of God for their wickedness and pagan
worship. They were one of the tribes
that the Israelites were supposed to
conquer completely but didn’t. David
conquered that place and it became
David’s city named Jerusalem. He was
to go to Arunah and buy the threshing
floor, where they threshed the wheat to
separate it from the chaff. (Just as the
true Church of God will be separated
from the non-Christians one day.) Matt.
3:12 and Matt. 13:40-43.
In Malachi 3:17-18, the last prophet,
ends his book:
“‘On the day when I act’, says the LORD
Almighty, ‘they will be my treasured possession.
I will spare them, just as a father has compassion

and spares his son who serves him.
So you will again distinguish between the
righteous and the wicked, between those who
serve God and those who do not.’”
David went to Arunah to buy the
threshing floor and the animals, Arunah
wanted to give them to David for free but
David knew he had sinned and needed
to repent, to make an offering, to seek
the Lord and ask Him to stop the plague
that was killing the people because of
his sin. David understood a sacrifice that
costs nothing is no sacrifice at all and
that to demonstrate his repentance and
his faith in the mercy of God, he needed
to pay for the site and supply the oxen,
threshing sledges and wheat for the
offerings. David paid the price, built the
altar and sacrificed, the plague stopped
and the angel’s hand stayed.
Who knew the history of that place was
so significant, even today. God put His
prophetic mark on that place way back
in Genesis 21. It was where Abraham
was told to sacrifice Isaac, the mount of
God’s bitterness. Zion, in fact, means
marked. Eventually it was to be the place
that the first and second temple was to
be built and upon which the Dome of
the Rock stands today.
“For what shall it profit a man, if he shall
gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?”
Mark 8:36
What does this verse mean? In the
previous verse, “For whoever wants to save
his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life
for My sake and for the gospel will save it.”
The word “save”, (Sozo) means to be
kept from harm or evil but now Jesus

is talking about winning or gaining the
world which also carries the connotation
of being spared or rescued. Jesus
condemns people’s desire for the world,
its ungodly systems or government.
He condemns people’s desire for
“the world”, He did not come, as was
expected, to bring political order to
Israel but to criticise the hypocrites such
as the Pharisees for twisting the Law and
adding to the burdens of the people to
earn the world’s approval, (Matt 6:1 and
Matt 6:5).
Earthly riches create a strong barrier
between the would-be followers of
Christ and the Kingdom of God (Mark
10:17-25). Nothing we have, or own,
is more precious than life, we have an
enemy who seeks our destruction but
we can have eternal life through Jesus.
The disciples sacrificed their livelihoods,
their reputations, their regular meals etc.
to follow Jesus, who was their reward.
There must be a reason that they put
everything on the line. The confusion
when Jesus died on that cross must have
been horrendous. The question remains
of us, what have we sacrificed to follow
Jesus? To follow Him, we must follow
His teachings, (Mark 8:38), His life
(Mark 10:42-45), and His sacrifice (John
15:20). In return we cannot expect
earthly rewards but heavenly ones with
eternal life (Matt 16:24-28 and Luke
9:23). Ask Him today what He wants
for your life. p
By Teresa L. Randle
Married, elder at Alsager
Community Church,
preacher and Bible teacher.
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A
DIFFERENT
monopoly
I
The

Mentality

In the game of monopoly the player’s goal
is to outdo their opponent in acquiring
wealth in a quest to become and remain
financially dominant. This game is a vivid
reflection of the prevailing worldview of
“get rich or die trying.”

‘Christians’ in staggering numbers
are buying into this world view that is
quite contrary to biblical teachings. For
example, why did the writer of Hebrews
add great significance to the fact that
Abraham lived in tents? Heb 11:8-16
Abraham’s lifestyle and mindset was
reflected in how he lived. Tents are
temporary structures while buildings
are permanent. Abraham demonstrated
that he never considered earth to be
home. He therefore wasted no time or
resources setting up ‘shop’ down here.
Instead he directed his investment
mainly towards preparations for the life
to come.
Heb. 11:13-16 states that Abraham
and the others like him considered
themselves strangers and pilgrims in this
life, on their way to a heavenly home (Vs
16).
As Abraham’s children, we need to have
the same mindset. Here on earth we
are.. strangers who are unhappy with the
greed, corruption and filth of this world.
We are pilgrims who are on a journey and
are not dwellers here but only passing
through. We are like exiles who are

8
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sent as captives into a foreign land. We
are temporary residents, immigrants,
foreigners, visitors, outsiders. We are
not from or of this world.
So, who are we and where are
we from?
Phil 3:20 says our citizenship is in Heaven.
The Kingdom of God is a sovereign
nation. It is responsible for us and we
have a responsibility to it. We belong to,
are recognised by and are accounted for
by this sovereign nation.
As ambassadors on assignment,
wherever we may be in the world, King
and country have vowed to protect
and provide for us. If war breaks out
in that country our nation will send a
special envoy to get us and take us
home. Meanwhile, we are sent to warn
the inhabitants of earth of the coming
invasion. We shout our message from
the rooftops ‘The Kingdom of Heaven
is at hand; shift your allegiance now or
be destroyed as its enemy!!’ Joel 2:1-17
speaks of this invasion. The good news
(the gospel) is that you don’t have to die
an eternal death. Repent and be saved!
Abraham’s lifestyle and mentality is our
example; live as strangers while here (1
Pet 1:17 & 2:11). We should not have
the mentality of Lot, Abraham’s nephew
who, led by his eyes, parted company
with Abraham; abandoned the tent life
and went to Sodom where he built a
house and lived with his family.

Sad to say that many, like Lot, have lost
sight of their heavenly assignment and
are trying to acquire wealth as they’re
being overcome by the very things we
were sent to warn against. The lust of the
eyes and the pride of life.
Jesus’ investment advice…
Jesus gave us some investment advice
in Matthew 6:19-21 “Do not lay up for
yourselves treasures on earth… but lay
up for yourselves treasures in heaven...
For where your treasure is, there your
heart will be also.” We cannot afford to
leave our hearts down here as Lot’s wife
left hers in Sodom.

save that which is necessary to sustain
life and build the Kingdom of God. For
this they’ve been labelled unambitious
or poverty promoting. They’ve been so
smeared because they don’t sign up
to the prosperity teaching that gives
the impression that Jesus suffered and
died so we can get rich. That’s the devils
message. Nowhere will you find Jesus
or His apostles encouraging us to get
earthly wealth. Instead we are told to
be willing to give it all up for Christ or to
give it all away to those who are in need.
We preach godliness with contentment
while the popular message encourages
the monopoly mentality.

In Luke 12:21 Jesus called the man whose
work and investment was monopolised
by earthly thinking - a fool. The opposite
is therefore true that the person who is
invested in the life to come is wise.

They mock the cross and cheapen the
gospel when they replace its glorious
spiritual blessings for something as
worthless as money and as fickle as
notoriety.

Conclusion
Paul was a tentmaker. Can your life and
business easily adapt to the master’s call
and redeployment? Or would your heart
be stuck in Sodom if God tells you to
The message of ‘Your best life now’ leave now?
has produced the largest church in the
US with just under 50,000 attending/ This world is filthy, corrupt and
streaming each Sunday. A book of said condemned. If you choose the
title has sold somewhere in the region of monopoly mentality you are risking
10 million copies since it was published being condemned along with it. If you
in 2005. False prophets are rupturing the choose to be tentmakers living in tents
doctrines of the church causing a falling and investing in the life to come, then
away from the faith as they encourage join millions who have set their focus and
lust and love for this corrupt, condemned gaze on the life to come. (see Col 3:1,
and Sodom like world.
2 Cor 4:16-18) Dream about the many
mansions in the heavenly Father’s house
However, there are some like Abraham, that Jesus said He’s gone to prepare for
who don’t desire anything in this life us. p
The popular church today frowns upon
advent singing, thinking and living while
praising those who are possessed by
earthly pursuits.

By Homer Slack
Author, preacher, Bible teacher, IT
tutor, programmer & graphic designer
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What has your attention these
days? The news? Tik Tok? Covid-19
lockdown restrictions? The unwanted
new normal? We can all attest to
the fact that our lives have changed
drastically in only just over a year. The
normal human response to drastic and
sudden changes is either fear, anxiety
or worry, even if those changes bring
with them opportunities.

centre or spot that keeps us at peace,
stable, calm and “woke” in the midst
of the uproar? Without a clearly
defined focus or spot, we fall prey
to wandering in circles further and
further away from the bullseye, the
centre of our target. Here is what
the Bible teaches us about focusing,
aiming and striking the right target as
the world turns.

What is your bullseye?

Focusing

When everything around you shifts
and gives way, what do you target to
remain grounded and at peace in the
midst of the shifting and shaking?

Hebrews 12:2, wisely instructs us to
fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and
perfecter of our faith, no matter the
circumstances. As children of God, we
are being encouraged to not take our
eyes off Jesus. Remember the story
in Matthew 14 of Peter, one of Jesus’s
disciples, who miraculously walked
on water? As long as Peter focused his
gaze on the Lord, he walked on water,
denying all the odds against him. As
soon as he shifted his gaze away from
Jesus, and towards the wind around
him, he became afraid and began to
sink. There is a lesson to learn from
Peter. Focusing on the wrong spot
can lead to disaster. As long as our
daily existence focuses on ourselves,
other people, our problems, our
opportunities or missed ones, social
media or the abundance of depressing
world news, we are prone to dizziness,
disorientation and distress. Daily
encourage yourself and direct the eyes
of your mind, body and soul towards
Jesus. How do we accomplish this?

As a dancer, I have learnt much about
being stable while rotating my body
in space from a turning technique
used in the dance called “spotting”.
In “spotting” the dancer fixes his or
her gaze on a spot or single location
in order to execute a turn technically
well. Many of us, at some point in
our lives, would have experienced
dizziness and disorientation after
spinning around for a while. Spotting
prevents the dancer from becoming
dizzy and off-balance. To spot, the
dancer selects a specific focus, then
whips the head quickly around during
the turn so that the eyes remain
focused on the targeted location.
Being disciplined in this technique
becomes even more essential when
attempting multiple turns or spins.
As the world around us turns with
uncertainty, rapid changes and
increased complexity, how do we
aim for and maintain a spiritual

Aiming
We should aim daily to immerse
ourselves in the word of God. As

Proverbs 6:21 tells us to write the
word, the truth and wisdom of God,
always on our hearts and fasten them
around our necks. Why? So that
we won’t miss the target of peace or
lose balance and orientation in our
turning. Psalm 125:1 says that those
who trust in the Lord are like Mount
Zion which cannot be shaken but
endures forever. Aim for the word
and aim also to always pray. Prayer
connects us deeply with Christ our
centre, the bullseye of our faith.
Prayers need not be long or complex,
they just need to be fired like an arrow
or dart with sincerity and truth. Aim
to discipline ourselves in the daily
spiritual practices of reading and
meditating on God’s word. Remain
consistent in prayer so that we keep
pressing towards the mark of the
high calling of God in Christ Jesus
(Philippians 3:14).
Striking
Finally, having focused on the right
target, who is Jesus, and aligned
ourselves with our ‘spot’ through
the word and prayer, then respond
by releasing arrows of praise and
thanksgiving so that His blessings of
peace, hope, love, joy, strength and
security can dance over you, even as
the world turns. Let’s hit that Bullseye!
p
By Lisa Wilson
Snr lecturer in dance in the
Centre for Theatre, Dance
and Performance Studies- the
University of Cape Town, SRA;
where she is currently pursuing her PhD
studies in dance. lisawilsondance@gmail.com

April - June 2021

SHARE|MAGAZINE

|

11

W

When a boxer enters the ring, there is only one goal he is focused on:
Winning the fight! He knows that winning each fight promotes him
in the rankings. The scriptures reinforce promotion through victory.
In Gen. 32:22–31, we read about Jacob wrestling with ‘a man’ in
the night and winning. In verse 28 (NIV) it reads, “Then the man said,
‘Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel, because you have struggled with
God and with humans and have overcome.’”

No More

His name (character and identity) was changed from thief or
supplanter to Israel which means, prevailer or overcomer.
Lessons from Boxing
There are lessons from boxing that could help us to win the spiritual
conflicts that we are involved in. Before boxers enter the ring, they
go through a rigorous training regimen, to ensure that their body
has the strength and stamina to endure the fight and win it. They
watch their diet (what is consumed), ensure that they get enough
rest and do targeted exercise and strength training. Paul, the apostle
writes about the lifestyle of an athlete in 1 Cor. 9:24 – 27 (NASB)
which says, “Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but only
one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may win. Everyone who
competes in the games exercises self-control in all things. So, they do it to obtain
a perishable wreath, but we are imperishable. Therefore, I run in such a way as
not to run aimlessly; I box in such a way, as to avoid hitting air; but I strictly
discipline my body and make it my slave, so that, after I have preached to others,
I myself will not be disqualified.”
Let’s recap the things to ensure that we aren’t
disqualified:
• Compete in such a way that will win the prize.
• Exercise discipline and self-control in all things.
• Be focused and deliberate- “Therefore, I run in such a way as not to
run aimlessly; I box in such a way, as to avoid hitting air.” They were
not running aimlessly nor wasting their punches, each punch
hit its target.
• Never allow the body to dictate your motives and actions; it is
the slave and you are its master.
The other crucial thing that a boxer or any athlete should have is a
game plan or strategy to win. One boxer that I highly admired as a
master in his sport was, Muhammed Ali.
He employed the following strategies in order to win: 1. He would beat his opponents psychologically.
He would never allow his opponent to see any signs of weakness
or fear in him; he was jovial and positive all the way through the
promotional stages coming up to the fight.

12
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Boxing

2. He never showed weakness.
Even when hurt he never showed signs of weakness or gave
away that he may have been hurt. This made the opponent feel
that their punches had no impact.
3. He would then beat them with a flight plan that included: • Frustrating his opponent by immobilizing their arms
throughout the fight.
• During the rounds, he would rest his body by leaning against
the ropes and deflecting the blows.
• When his opponent was tired and frustrated, he would then
release a tirade of punches to end the fight. The fights would
then be won by a knockout or a convincing decision from
the judges.
Muhammed Ali had his strategies that worked for him and we too
have been given a game plan in the Bible that assures us good success.
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you
and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11
(NIV)
We are in it to win it!
Settle this in your mind, God wants you to win and the Bible therefore,
gives us strategies for victory in conflicts against the kingdom of
darkness.
1 Cor. 15:57 (NASB) tells us, “but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ.”
Satan cannot read your mind, but he can hear your words and
interpret your actions. “Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but
be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and
approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.” Therefore,
you need to say what God says about your situation. Romans 12:2
Know your abilities/resources in a conflict and use them wisely. “The
weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they
have divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and every
pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive
every thought to make it obedient to Christ. And we will be ready to punish every
act of disobedience, once your obedience is complete.” 2 Cor 10:4-6
Finally, while we train our bodies like boxers to make every punch
against the enemy count, remember that “... bodily exercise is of some
benefit, but godliness is fruitful in all things, having promises for the life that is
now and for the life to come.” 1 Timothy 4:8 (NMB) p
by David Ferguson
Bible teacher, Pastor of
Restoration Family Church Int.
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A Sticky

WICKET
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Have you ever played cricket
or seen a sticky wicket being
played out? A sticky wicket is
a metaphor used to describe a
difficult circumstance. It originated
as a term for describing difficult
circumstances in the sport of
cricket. Circumstances which
hampers the game. Similarly in
life, we sometimes encounter
situations that hamper our lives
where we find ourselves in a
difficult situation like a sticky
wicket. One such situation is in
the case of domestic or family
violence/abuse, which is violence
amongst persons who are related
by blood, law or intimacy.
When there is domestic violence,
peace and harmony does not
exist within the home or families.
Instead, there is a power play and
control leading to abuse, fear,
blame, deception, turmoil, anger,
distress, frustration, injuries and
even death. There are different
forms of abuse such as physical,
emotional, sexual, financial or

are at stake. The victims find it
difficult to exist in the relationship
for various reasons, and it may
be difficult to walk away.
Domestic violence makes
it bad for victims and
affects everyone in the
home or surroundings.
The perpetrators are in
need of help. All persons
involved end up being
affected negatively.
This may involve persons such as
spouses and children. Property like
assets and investments, among
other things are also affected.
Domestic violence is a kind of
family violence that could start
from as early as the honeymoon
stage. What began in peace and
calm can soon turn to mild abuse,
then to the violent, explosive
or acute stage. The wicket gets
stickier as the situation becomes
more difficult and unbearable for
those concerned.

Domestic violence can happen to
Christians or non-Christians,
as this transcends all
geographies, gender,
race, ethnic groups, age,
religion or creed. Abusive
relationships were never a
part of God’s plan for our
lives. The Lord made us to
live in peace and harmony.
Teddy Bears and Bruises” by dualdflipflop is licensed with CC BY 2.0.
When Jesus was leaving
even spiritual abuse. All these are
the earth He said to His disciples
like a sticky wicket, but unlike the
“My peace I give to you, my peace
game of cricket, in the case of
I leave with you, not as the world
domestic violence, precious lives
gives, give I to you.” John 14:27

(KJV)

The Bible
says, in
Ephesians 4:26 (KJV)
that we are to, “Be ye angry,
and sin not: let not the sun go
down upon your wrath.” Col. 3:8
(ESV) says, “...but now you must
put them all away: anger, wrath,
malice, slander, and obscene talk
from your mouth.”
In order to get out of a sticky
wicket, we must build our lives on
Jesus Christ. Rom: 13:8 (KJV) says,
“we are to owe no man anything,
but to love one another, for he
that loveth another hath fulfilled
the law.” We must love Christ and
love each other, forgive and never
resort to violence. Seek help and
get counselling and deliverance
where necessary. Avoid a sticky
wicket as no one wins in this
situation. Love God and hate evil.
Surrender to His Lordship so that
you can experience victory in the
game of life. p
Jennifer Williams
A Christian for 44 years. Bible
teacher, Writer, Administrator,
Intercessor.
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Penalty

T

The scores are tied, and the kicker
is at the penalty mark. Being one
of the 5 kickers who can make a
difference in the outcome of this
game can be a stressful time;
what do you do? Do you allow
the stress and anxiety to stop you
from kicking the ball? Do you get
distracted by the crowd of fans for
the other team who are jeering in
hopes that you miss the goal, or
do you focus with “tunnel vision”
on the mark which is between
those two goalposts?
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Just like this kicker, you and I are
being called to take the penalty
shot for the Kingdom of God. 2
Timothy 3:1-5 (ESV) tells us “…
in the last days there will come
times of difficulty. For people
will be lovers of self, lovers of
money, proud, arrogant, abusive,
disobedient to their parents,
ungrateful, unholy, heartless,
unappeasable,
slanderous,
without
self-control,
brutal,
not loving good, treacherous,
reckless, swollen with conceit,

lovers of pleasure rather than
lovers of God, having the
appearance of godliness, but
denying its power.” It is our
duty as believers in Christ to
tell everyone of his love for us
which led Him to the Cross and
that He will return as a judge and
King. That, “He will punish those
who do not know God and do
not obey the gospel of our Lord
Jesus. They will be punished with
everlasting destruction and shut
out from the presence of the Lord

Shootout

and from the glory of his might…”
2 Thessalonians 1:8-9 (NIV).
Every day, the opportunity is
given to you and me to score a
penalty shot for the Kingdom of
light and lead a soul to Jesus. Are
we taking these shots or, are we
being politically correct and so
polite that we neglect to tell our
friends, neighbours, coworkers
and everyone we meet that a time
of recompense is coming? The
Bible clearly warns us, “But even

if you should suffer for the sake of
righteousness, you are blessed.
And do not fear their intimidation,
and do not be troubled,” 1-Peter
3:14 (NASB). Are you allowing
other people’s opinion to override God’s direct instruction to go
out into all the world and preach
the gospel? This does not mean
you need a microphone standing
on a soapbox at the side of the
road. It means the life you live
daily should be different because
you live in hope knowing that you

walk by faith and are not tossed
about by the ebbs and waves of
this contemporary life.
Time is running out! It is your time
to take that penalty shot. Make
your shot count for Team Christ.

p

Cheryl Williams
Author, Educator and Church
Administrator.
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Taking One
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CRASH!!! There went mom’s favourite vase!
The three of us were playing with a ball in
the house. A definite no-no. However, it was
the youngest who threw the offending ball
straight at the vase. It fell to the floor with a
resounding crash.
“Who broke the vase?” Mom shouted even
louder than normal. After all, it WAS her
favourite vase!
We all stood in a straight line, hands behind us,
faces looking as innocent as we could muster,
staring at her pleadingly. She had the strap in
her hand. As she headed toward the youngest
to begin meeting out punishment, the other
two of us rushed to him and did our best to
shield him from the blows. We all got it that
day. None of us would admit that he was the
one who actually knocked down the vase. All
of us submitted to the punishment without
pointing a finger at him.
I am reminded of two prayers offered by
Godly men in the Scriptures. The first one was
from Nehemiah. He had heard that Jerusalem
was in an extremely bad condition, and needed
rebuilding. However, although he himself was
a godly man, in his prayer to God for favour,
he confessed that ALL Israel, INCLUDING
himself and his father’s house, had sinned. He
didn’t separate himself from the rest of the
nation, and try to make himself look better
than them … even though he very well may
have been! (Nehemiah 1:1-4)
The second prayer was offered by Daniel as

recorded in Daniel 9:4-19. Now everyone
knows of the godliness of Daniel, how he
refused to defile himself with the king’s meat,
and refused to stop praying three times a day,
even in the face of the threat of being thrown
to lions. Yet, as he prayed for his nation,
he consistently identified himself with the
wickedness of his people, even as far back
as to his ancestors. Have a look at the first
portion:

“Lord, the great and awesome God, who keeps his
covenant of love with those who love him and keep
his commandments, 5 WE have sinned and done
wrong. WE have been wicked and have rebelled;
WE have turned away from your commands and
laws. 6 WE have not listened to your servants the
prophets, who spoke in your name to our kings, our
princes and our ancestors, and to all the people of
the land.” (Dan. 9:4-6 NIV, emphases added.)
As we look at the state of our families, our
communities, our nations and the world, are
we willing to identify with the greatest of
sinners, accept collective responsibility, and
pray to our God who is slow to anger and rich
in love (Psalm 145:8, NIV)? Are we willing
to ‘take one for the team’? Perhaps in doing
this, together the team may successfully rise to
live according to the purposes of our Creator
Yahweh! p

By Jo-Ann Richards Goffe
Cultural Advocate,
Ethnodoxologist, Singer/
Songwriter, Speaker, Teacher,
Author.
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SLAM
DUNK
I

If you have ever watched a
basketball game and experienced
the crowd’s reaction after a slam
dunk you would realize that it is
one filled with much excitement,
laughter and cheers. It is almost
impossible for the supporters in
the stands to keep their composure
because of the overwhelming pride
and positive emotions felt for their
teem’s increased points. But if we
flip this scenario to a heavenly view
with Jesus as our supporter and
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ourselves as the players, can we
truly depict our lives as a slam dunk
moment with resounding applause
and cheers from above?
What is a life that demonstrates
Christ?
A life demonstrating Christ speaks
to our character, actions and our
very being; it demonstrates what’s
written in Ephesians 5:1-2 which
is how Christ lived. In order to
do this Romans 12:2 (CEV) tells us
that we should offer our bodies
to Him as a living sacrifice, pure
and pleasing. We should not be

Slam Dunk - A sure
shot into the hoop, no
mistaking about it. Are
we living a life without
ambiguity? [A life that
clearly

demonstrates

Christ].

like the people of this world, but
rather let God change the way we
think. In a world surrounded by
social/generational traditions and
religions, it easy to get wrapped up
in the varying opinions of what is
considered to be a life that reveals
Christ. Whether it be good over
evil, love over hate and charity over
selfishness, the list goes on. Yes, a
replicated Christ-like life involves
a mixture of these attitudes,
but before all these actions are
displayed a transformation of the
heart/mind must take place first.
“How does this transformation
take place?” By becoming Godcentered and staying in the secret
place reserved for those who love
and obey God.

and pray for His instructions
through the Holy Spirit, then
follow accordingly and do not
get carried away by our own free
will or emotions.
“Slam Dunk”

Ways in which our lives can
demonstrate Christ
Our lives demonstrate Christ
through our godly character and
integrity which is achieved through
testing and trials and not through
an easy life without challenges.
James, the Apostle (James 1:2-4)
reminds us to be glad, knowing
that we learn to endure by having
our faith tested and after enduring
everything we will be completely
mature and not lacking in anything.
In this way, we are able to exhibit
God’s perfect ways through our
actions whether it be at work, home
or throughout our daily life that is
exposed to the difficulties of living
in the world. Sharing our struggles,
a simple smile, a common courtesy,
a generous deed to those we are
familiar or unfamiliar with.
Learning the gameplay for a clear

In order to master the game called
life, we must first understand
there are rules and regulations.
In its simplest form we must gain
knowledge and understanding of
the Five Knows:
1. Knowing our opponent: In this
life, we do not wrestle against
people but against other spirits,
forces, authorities and rulers in a
spiritual world (Ephesians 6:12)
2. Knowing our weaknesses and
strengths: Acknowledge our
weaknesses, for in it God is made
strong. For example, if your
weakness is anger, walk away
from confrontations until the
Holy Spirit has taught you how
to control your strong feeling of
displeasure and to reason in a
positive way.
3. Knowing the technique (our
position/posture): We must learn
to seek God first in all things

4. Knowing our required diet: We
must practice praying proactively
and expectantly, read the word
of God intentionally, practising it
devotedly, doing God’s will and
fasting faithfully.
5. Knowing we are to always keep
our eyes on the target: Our
target is Jesus Christ our Lord,
God in the flesh who came to
earth as an example for us.
A common phrase, ‘action speaks
louder than words’ land right into
the basket and is the ‘slam dunk’
that will cause us and others to
truly see and know if we are indeed
reflecting Christ. Let us not only
be hearers but doers of the word (
James 1:22) so that in the sight of
others we demonstrate the love of
God that we have experienced in
our private times with Him. p
By Cypriana R. Parkinson,
Construction Engineer (B.
Eng., MJIE), Youth Vice-President. “Graced by Yahweh”
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TESTIMONY
THE SECRET PAVILION

O

On Thursday 11/02/2021 at 8 pm,
my sister in Singapore texted me
to inform me that our father went
home to Jesus. Even though we
were expecting it, it was still a shock
and my heart froze from the ache
that comes from loss and not being
there. I shuddered through my
body. I knew it was alright because
he is with Jesus and that it was also
alright to feel the pain.
On the Sunday before he passed,
I had released him to God. I saw
him over three years ago and I
wanted to see him again. I knew
22
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by Suyin Sutherland

I couldn’t be selfish and I knew
dad was also waiting for me to
visit him for the past 6 months.
However, the following day, dad
asked all his family to visit him in
the hospital to say his goodbyes.
In the video call, my father said to
me, “See you on the other side”. I
knew finally, he himself was ready
to let go and was confident about
where he was going. Two days later,
my special friend’s husband texted
from Singapore to say that Pat had
passed away the night before. My
heart took yet another tumble as
I caught my breath and the ache

returned once more. Two deaths
in three days! Double pain, double
sadness, double crying, double
grief.
I tearfully said to the Lord, please no
more deaths. My soul cannot take
it at the moment. In the silence, I
felt Him say to me, “It is okay. Just
rest in Me.” That night I drifted in
and out of sleep with light, hazy
dreams, and woke up with a start
at 5:30 am, looked at the clock and
went back to sleep.
I found myself walking along a

“T

vibrant and brighter the colours
became. Everything became crispy
clear and well defined, the leaves
on the trees, the petals of the
flowers, the blades of grass. The
sun was shining, now behind the
clouds.
I looked further ahead and I saw
something. I looked again and I
exclaimed: “It’s my pavilion. It’s our
pavilion, wow!” My breath caught
in my throat. The Lord said, “It is
OUR pavilion!” I smiled the widest
smile and I felt my heart smile too.
Psalms 27:5 says “in the time of
trouble (sadness for me), He shall
hide me in His pavilion…”. I have
been meditating and trying to live
out this whole chapter, for the last
15 years. The pavilion was always
just a word in my head. Now it
has become an experiential reality.
Then it dawned on me that 4
months ago, I was talking to Jesus
and said, “it would be nice if I could
walk and meet with You at a new
place, I had completely forgotten
about that earlier request until I saw
THE Pavilion.

very high hedgerow. Everything
was colourless, greyish, dull like
the ache in my heart, somewhat
misty-blue, it felt like winter. The
hedgerow was bare of leaves,
towering, thorny and dense. I could
not see what was on the other side.
But as I looked down the row, I saw
a small opening in the middle of
the hedgerow.
I had to push my way past the
unkempt branches to step over and
onto the other side. There was no
doubt about whether I should go
through or not; I just felt compelled.

I realise now that I was led by the
Holy Spirit to go through, but I had
to take my own step of faith and
push through, one step at a time.
As I stepped through the hedges,
there was a wide, grassy meadow,
trees large and small, shrubs, plants
and flowers of all kinds. It was calm
but still misty and colourless. But
as I walked further from the hedge,
colours slowly appeared with
each step I took - like someone
whitewashing a canvas with light,
delicate and pastel colours. But
the further in I ventured, the more

I shall look forward to visiting the
pavilion, to see, hear and taste
what the Lord has in store for me
in the days ahead. I have sent out
my invitation to Jesus: Please come
and meet with me at OUR pavilion.
I am waiting for Him to call my
name, to meet in our secret place
and one day soon I shall stand
at His doorstep to hear Him say,
“Come in my child.”
My prayer is that we may know this
deep indescribable, intense and
immeasurable love the Father has
for us, and it is with this same love
that Jesus loves us. p
Continued on pg 36
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A
Helping
Hand

H

Hebrews chapter 11 has a great list
of individuals who pleased God by
their faith and we are told without
faith it is impossible to please
God. Paul, the apostle goes on to
encourage us to run that race of
faith with the example that they
have left us.
“Therefore we also, since we are
surrounded by so great a cloud
of witnesses, let us lay aside every
weight, and the sin which so easily
ensnares us, and let us run with
endurance the race that is set
before us...” Hebrews 12:1
“Do you not know that those who
run in a race all run, but one receives
the prize? Run in such a way that
you may obtain it.” 1 Corinthians
9:24
A wonderful historic event took
place in 2016 as an exhausted
Jonny Brownlee was helped over
the finishing line by his brother
Alistair who gave up the chance
to win the race in a dramatic end
to the World Triathlon Series in
Cozumel, Mexico.
In this race Alistair showed such
love for his brother, in view of the
whole world, preferring to help
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him over the finishing line than win
the race for himself and leave his
brother in agony and struggling
even to stand up. That was more
important to him than a medal. This
demonstration of sacrifice and love
in the world should lead us to think
and ask ourselves “how are we
running this race of faith?”

honour giving preference to one
another.” Romans 12:10

When I watched this race I was
moved in my heart at the brotherly
love demonstrated by these two
brothers and I thought how do
we measure up with our brethren.
(the Body of Christ). Paul exhorts
us not only to run the race of faith
but to “...be kindly affectionate to
one another with brotherly love, in

Is it selfish ambition to want the
recognition for our ‘service to the
Lord’ especially if we fail to consider
if any of our brethren might need
any help or if they might be
suffering as they run the same race.
Will we stop what we are doing to
help them over the finishing line or
do we just want to be the winner?

“Brothers and sisters, if someone is
caught in a sin, you who live by the
Spirit should restore that person
gently. But watch yourselves, or you
also may be tempted.” Galatians
6:1 (NIV)

Over
the Finish
Line
world just like Johnny and Alistair
Brown did.
So what can we expect when we
finish The Race of Faith? We will be
able to say with Paul the Apostle,
“For I am already being poured
out as a drink offering, and the
time of my departure is at hand. I
have fought the good fight, I have
finished the race, I have kept the
faith.

To be any kind of athlete it
takes endurance but what does
endurance mean? Stamina is
‘The ability to sustain prolonged
physical or mental effort.’ (Oxford
Dictionary)
The following scriptures makes
it clear that this marathon of life
requires great endurance.
• “And let us not grow weary of
doing good, for in due season
we will reap, if we do not give
up.” Galatians 6:9
• “As for you, brothers, do not
grow weary in doing good.” 2
Thess. 3:13
• “For you have need of endurance,

so that when you have done the
will of God you may receive what
is promised.” Hebrews 10:36
• “But the one who endures to the
end will be saved.” Matt. 24:13
• “And you will be hated by all
for My name’s sake. But he
who endures to the end will be
saved.” Matt.10:22
A new commandment I give to you,
that you love one another; as I have
loved you, that you also love one
another. By this all will know that
you are My disciples, if you have
love for one another.” John 13:34

Finally, there is laid up for me the
crown of righteousness, which the
Lord, the righteous Judge, will give
to me on that Day, and not to me
only but also to all who have loved
His appearing.” 2 Timothy 4:6-8
I know I personally want to hear
Jesus say to me when the race is
over: “Well done thou good and
faithful servant, enter into my rest.”
So as we run The Race of Faith let us
remember to look back occasionally
to see if our brethren need help to
get to the finishing line and give
them a helping hand. p
By Barbara Payne
intercessor, evangelist,
minister, holds Women
Unite events in the UK

This kind of love witnesses to the
April - June 2021

SHARE|MAGAZINE

|

25

These Church related issues show us that THE
END GAME is almost up! The warning signs are
well in play...

HAVE YOU GOT A
GAME PLAN?
What would you have done?

A Costly Decision: Christian Animator’s
Business Blacklisted for Declining to Draw
Trans Flag
“It looks like from the outside that
I’ve lost but I really think that this
has been a victory for the Lord. If
this could have helped one person
26
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to find Christ then it’s worth it to me
to lose my whole business – and I
really mean that” she said.

10-07-2020 Heather Sells
Read More at: https://www1.cbn.com/
cbnnews/us/2020/october/a-costlydecision-christian-animator-refuses-todraw-a-trans-flag

How would you respond to this Pastor?

Pastor Sells ‘Holy Pens’ That
Make Students Pass Exams
Without Studying, Claims The
More You Pay The More You
Pass
HARARE – A Local prophet is
raising more questions than
answers after selling ballpoints
to congregants during his church
service on Sunday, claiming that
they are anointed.
“Prophet Sham Hungwe of House
of Grace International Church, who
operates at Machipisa Shopping
Centre, distributed hundreds of
pens to people who are about to
sit for exams.
The pens which cost at least 15
cents were being sold for different
amounts ranging between US$1
and US$20 depending on what
you can afford.
Prophet Sham said those who are
sitting for their exams only needed
faith and the anointed pen to pass.
“It is anointed and I declare passes
when your children sit for exams;

when you sit for your exams,” he
said.
With the ‘O’ Level and ‘A’ Level
examinations around the corner,
the pens sold like hotcakes and
congregants were seen scrambling
to the pulpit to get them.
“They (pens) are said to work for
anyone who is sitting for any test.
My son is not very bright and I
think this will help him. With the
knowledge, he has acquired and
this pen from the man of God, I
think it is going to work.”
Christians Gone Mad | October 21, 2015
Read More at: http://thesoutherndaily.
co.zw/2015/10/21/pastor-sells-holy-pensthat-make-students-pass-exams-withoutstudying-claims-the-more-you-pay-themore-you-pass/?fbclid=IwAR17xVZV
XcXd5DcEFhh4M32LzWHnLoyz8oB3nzH5vSGO2Xw2giaDqbD66o

Are you struggling with your faith too?

Hillsong worship leader
renounces faith
“Marty Sampson said, “How many
preachers fall? Many. No one
talks about it. How many miracles
happen? Not many. No one talks
about it. Why is the Bible full of
contradictions? No one talks about
it. How can God be love yet send
4 billion people to a place, all coz

they don’t believe? No one talks
about it.”
Mon 12 Aug 2019 | By Marcus Jones
Read More at: https://www.
premierchristianity.com/Blog/An-openletter-to-the-Hillsong-worship-leaderwho-is-losing-his-faith

Would you agree to have this in
your church?

Vision Church
of Atlanta
adds psychic
medium to
ministerial staff
“Vision Church of Atlanta, Georgia has
added a psychic medium to their staff.
Rolling Out reports that Lakara Foster,
who claims she has the ability to talk with
the dead, is now a licensed minister at the
church.
Foster is also the face of a YouTube series
called “The Gift” and believes God has
given her the “gift” of psychic abilities.
But the Bible says something different
about where this so-called “gift” comes
from – more about that in just a minute.
“What a lot of people don’t know is I
express an extraordinary gift. Now, I
don’t call it anything, but some people
may refer to it as a psychic or a medium,”
she says in a YouTube video.
Foster said she asked God why He gave
her the ability to talk to the dead. She
believes God gave her a clear answer.
“God said, ‘I promise my people
eternal life. How will they know if I
kept my promise if the medium doesn’t
demonstrate the gift?’” she claims.
Foster holds a doctorate of ministry from
the Interdenominational Theological
Center. She wrote her thesis on what she
believes is the biblical case for ministers
who speak to the dead.”
Read More at: https://www1.cbn.com/

cbnnews/us/2019/may/atlanta-church-hirespsychic-medium-to-minister-to-congregation
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World
Who Wants to Play When the Bully is on the Playground?

I

If the Coronavirus isn’t enough we
are also ambivalent of China’s role as
the playground bully. China has widely
documented abuses of detention of
Uighurs and other ethnic Muslims in
Xinjiang, as well as its crackdown on
dissents domestically and in Hong
Kong, surveillance and enforced labour
programmes in Tibet, suppression of
language and culture in Inner Mongolia,
and aggressive posturing towards
Taiwan. More than 180 human rights
organisations have called for a boycott of
the Beijing 2022 Winter Olympic Games
in protest. The coalition of groups
are primarily regional associations in
support of Tibet, Taiwan, the Uighur
community, Hong Kong, Canada, USA,
UK and European Union. Sadly, “The
IOC are refusing to act despite the clear
evidence of genocide and widespread
and worsening human rights failures.”

Nazis. Will we be pacified with platitudes
like this statement given to Guardian
reporter Sean Ingle, by the IOC
Chairman?

4. China banned Taiwanese pineapples
saying they have harmful creatures in
them but it appears to be a political
move to pressure democracy on the
island.

“The IOC told me recently that it ‘must
remain neutral on all global issues’ but
insisted that it ... received assurances that
the principles of the Olympic charter
will be respected in the context of the
Games”.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l0oIIkZ-XEQ

Helen Davidson, Taipei https://www.theguardian.
com/world/2021/feb/04/beijing-2022-180-humanrights-groups-call-for-winter-olympics-boycott

Here are a few items on our watchlist:

Are we Echoing History?

In the Berlin Olympics of 1936 held
under the watchful eyes of Adolf Hitler
the world was so fearful of upsetting the
Nazis it did nothing. Today China is
behaving in much the same way as the
28
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cTYxL7Nj9xE

Asian
Americans
Racist Attack

Under

https://www.theguardian.com/sport/blog/2021/
mar/01/boycott-beijing-winter-olympics-berlin

Analysts believe China has real
intentions to take over the world and
its policies are cause for concern.

1. China
banned
the
Academy
Awards because two nominated
documentaries
have anti-Chinese
sentiments. It also blocked USA made
messaging apps Signal and Clubhouse
that provides end to end encryption
so that messages cannot be tampered
with.
2. Meanwhile China’s man made islands
in the South and East China seas have
increased tensions as they have begun
stationing missiles there.
3. Cheap Chinese petroleum products
are flooding the Australian market
prompting the shut down of their
domestic oil refineries.

In light of anti-China sentiments spurred
on by former US president Trumps’
irresponsible comments like ‘Kung-Flu’
and ‘China Virus’, Asian Americans
protest against hate violence. Generally
racism is not new to the Asian Americans
but they have suffered silently within
their community as activism is not a
cultural norm. This cliqueing has been
generally viewed as prejudiced behavior.
That is now changing with consecutive
generations since World War 2 and
especially now since this new spate of
attacks within the United States. The
social media response has been an
argument of words largely, a race to see
who is more racist. The question is, is
there a middle ground between Blacks
and Asians in the USA? Blacks CAN and
are being as racist as Asians in many
cases. As Christians this should never
happen among us no group of people

In View
regardless of their culture or ethnicity
should be perpetrators or victims of
racism. LET’S FACE IT & CHANGE
IT!
h t t p s : / / w w w. yo u t u b e . c o m /
watch?v=pKaRbKKYVnA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pXo2ub_nZFc
Middle ground?

The Games
Attend

No

One

Can

that “Japan has a population of over 126
million, and has reported just over 8,000
deaths from COVID-19, according
to CBS News. Even without allowing
visitors from abroad, there is still
concern about the spread of the virus,
given how many athletes and personnel
will be making the trip. Japanese officials
released a 33-page playbook detailing the
health and safety protocols that will be in
place. There are many guidelines in place
for athletes, including tracking, tests and
mask mandates.”
https://www.cbssports.com/olympics/news/2021summer-olympics-foreign-visitors-will-not-be-permittedat-tokyo-games-which-will-go-ahead-as-scheduled

Surveillance Capitalism
The Tokyo Olympics are set to start on
July 23 and last until Aug 8th but this
Olympics will have athletes only. The
world will not be allowed to come out
and play but will have to watch it live or
delayed at home. IOC President Bach’s
message to athletes preparing for Tokyo
2021 and Beijing 2022 was as follows:
“We have seen that we can organise big
and complex sports events even without
a vaccine… However, to make the
games even safer and to give participants
more confidence, the combined member
athletic associations are working together
to come up with a rapid testing toolbox
for the games. The president encouraged
athletes to prepare for the games stating,
“We are stronger together! See you in
Tokyo and six months later in Beijing for
the winter Games.”
https://www.olympic.org/all-information-about-theolympic-games-tokyo-2020-and-covid-19

Guardian reporter Sean Ingle reports

A phrase coined by professor Shoshana
Zuboff tells us that the multi-media that
we so love, is deceiving us. We are willing
slaves because we have a profound
misconception of what is really going
on; we are unaware that much more than
our personal information is collected.
Search engines like Google tracks our
location and what we are thinking,
Facebook
knows
our
hobbies,
preferences and friends from the digital
traces we unwittingly leave behind; such
as spelling errors in our search terms.
This residual data, once considered waste
material in 2001, is now being used as
predictive data which shows consumer
behaviour and is being monetised for

supernormal profits.
The public is told “we collect data to
improve our service,” which is true but
more of it is used to train algorithms
which can predict human behaviour over
time. So predicting the preferences of
specific groups becomes possible, from
your restaurant preferences to the type
of shoes you will buy can be predicted
and suitable products can be suggested
to you via ads. You may feel this is really
convenient and these things don’t affect
you when you’re offline but you are
wrong.
The algorithms used work way outside
of our accessibility. There is the famous
case of the father who realised that his
daughter was pregnant when he was
inundated with ads for baby products
and his daughter confessed that she had
switched to shampoos without fragrance.
The algorithm of the website on which
she had purchased the products assumed
she was pregnant as this is a common
pattern among pregnant women. So you
see they can predict a whole range of
things that we never intended to disclose.
HUH? Yes, right!
My concern is that this technology
will soon be used by governments to
monitor our vaccinated status and large
corporations, even the military may use it
to control the population. After all they
will have known everything about us. For
more read... “The Age of Surveillance
Capitalism,”
By professor Shoshana Zuboff or see https://
youtu.be/hixhnwummvw p
By Angela Slack
Educator, curriculum/literacy
specialist, technical author and editor
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When Injury

Shatters

Your

Dream
The

STORY
TELLER
To book the storyteller email:
editor@thesharemagazine.com

I

It was finally Tuesday! I shot out
of bed and excitedly got ready for
school. I met my mother on the
upstairs landing, quickly said good
morning as I ran downstairs stuffing
my book bag as I went. She called
after me, “Dorian, come here, I had
30
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a dream this morning. I’m worried
please be careful today; Okay? “Yes,
mum!” I gulped down my breakfast
with practised efficiency and shot
back upstairs to brush my teeth. On
my way down to get on my bike and
be off to school; mum called after

me again, “Dorian come back here
for a minute.” “Mum I’m gonna be
late I have to Go,” I complained. She
insisted, “Son, please come back, let
me pray for you I don’t feel settled
at all.” I knew what that meant, so I
went back up the stairs stopping three

treads short, where my head rested
into the crook of her arms. She
prayed for my protection, kissed my
forehead and sent me off to school.
I smiled, told her not to worry, said
thanks and rushed out the door.

player, who had the ball, turned
suddenly as I ran back to defend
against him. This sudden turn threw
me off his mark but I followed him,
chasing him down at full speed.
Suddenly, I had the feeling of being
held back. I realised the studs from
my left boot had gotten trapped in
the grass while my body was in full,
forward motion, aided by the slippery
wet grass. My well-developed left
quads ripped out the growth plate
of my left tibia, medial and lateral
collateral ligaments and my anterior
crucial ligament. Basically, my quad
muscles pulled out and snapped

my dream. The Holy Spirit showed
me that I was too insecure, had too
much pent up rage within, due to the
racism I had suffered in a majoritywhite town. I believe that if I had
gotten the successful career I was
so desperate for I would not have
the character to handle it and would
have made a mess of it.

As I pedalled to school; my mates
laughing and chatting along the way,
my mum’s prayer was the last thing
on my mind. I was 14 years old, 5 ft.
It was devastating especially when
11 ins. tall, bigger than most boys my
you know that you had the talent
age. I excelled as an athlete, I had a box
for it and was doing the work.
of medals for athletics and football,
The professional football lifestyle
but my real passion was football. For
however, doesn’t breed morality
as long as I can remember I wanted
and it would have been hard to stay
to be a professional footballer
grounded and true to my
in the English Premier League.
Christian values. I was not
While in the hospital
Growing up in Jamaica, my
the place to handle so
recovering I recalled my mum’s in
parents supported my dream,
much ego, vanity and sudden
prayer, “God if this football is success.
we lived outside of the city and
had an hour’s drive to school.
the right path for him open the
I remember the afterschool
I defer to my mum’s prayers;
door;
if
not
shut
it
please,
do
mid-week practices that
it must have been tough to
lasted often up to 6 p.m. and
take something away from
not let it destroy him.”
Saturday morning at 6 a.m.
a child that they desperately
football practices and camps; they most of the ligaments in my left knee. wanted because you know it would
were all worth it to me.
Michael Owen: England vs Sweden destroy them. God, my heavenly
20.06.2006, had the same injury. It’s Father knows best and He decided
After school there was a tryout a non-contact injury, it’s no one’s to shut the door. Although I wasn’t
match to select representatives from fault and you alone are left to bear able to play professionally, my love
my secondary school for the English the pain and the consequences. I hit for the game led me to do my Degree
Schoolboy Football Tournament. I the ground in agony before I even in Sports Therapy in a quest to help
had put the training in and was fit, knew what happened. My knee had those who suffer as I did. I am much
so I was confident that I would make swollen to the size of a melon. It took more mature so the disappointment
the cut; especially since I was told three surgeries as bolts were used to doesn’t hurt as much. I am now
that on the coming Saturday I would pin the growth plate and tendons resolved that God leads His children
be given a chance to try out for the back in place. I’m grateful my growth in the paths of righteousness for His
upper-division team, even though I was not stunted.
namesake and even though we walk
was not old enough. The possibility
through the valley of the shadow of
of being scouted also loomed in my While in the hospital recovering I death we do not have to fear evil;
mind as earlier that summer I had recalled my mum’s prayer, “God if for He’s there holding our hands
been to London to see family friends this football is the right path for him bringing us through to a safe place.
and I was asked to try out for the open the door; if not shut it please, (Psalm 23) p
Arsenal Junior Team.
do not let it destroy him.” I realised
By Dorian Slack
I was focused on the game that that it was God’s protection of me
Sports therapist, musician,
enthusiastic believer in Christevening and was playing in a midfield because I know nothing else would
centtric Church culture change.
position. The opposing midfield have stopped me from pursuing
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What’s the Point
of the Game?
2020-2021
We are living in undeniably strange
times and a time that will go down
into the history books as one of
the most interesting, horrific and
traumatic periods. A generation
has seen the world locked down
and the redefinition of normal,
right before their eyes within the
span of months. This period in
history will mark a generation, it
will inform so much of life in the
future and it will undoubtedly
leave chilling images within our
minds.

W

Whilst many of us can consider this
pandemic a blessing in disguise
we are not far removed from the
trauma that it has caused others.
Moments like these often jolt us
into remembering the frailty of life
and that reality is never something
to just brush off or sweep under
a rug. It’s important for youth to
sit with this reality and allow the
tension to lead to questions and
those questions should lead to
an honest search for truth and
the meaning of life. An unnerving
reality is that tomorrow is promised
to no man, that truth might not find
a comfortable place to reside in our
entitled hearts. But it is the truth
and we must do something about
it.
JESUS CAME AND IS COMING
AGAIN
Jesus’ entrance into the world was
way more of a paradigm shift than
this pandemic has been or will ever

be. Jesus literally changed the
course of history by living, dying
and resurrecting. His coming was
the Good News long awaited and
it still continues to be the Good
News that possesses the power
to save our souls from death and
an eternity away from God. Jesus’
interruption of history turned the
world upside down and created
a bridge between us and God.
He walked in power, His words
were truth and He was the perfect
embodiment of love on this earth.
This Jesus, who was murdered in
front of many and ascended to the
right hand of the Father in front of
many, told us that He would return.
He also told us to look for the signs
of His return and a good review of
Matthew 24 will provide striking
similarities to the world we are
living in now. There are key events
that must precede His return but if
we peer into the Bible we can see
that this time we are living in, is
indeed the closing chapter.

NOT A SCARE TACTIC
This is not intended to be a scare
tactic, but a reality check. It is
more of an invitation to live life
in view of the end game, to live
life with the understanding that
you never know when your game
will end. Matthew 24:36 says, “No
one knows the day nor the hour of
Jesus’ return except the Father.”
This is God’s call for us to be
sober and vigilant, watchful and
excited about His return. We are
unfortunately living in a time that
dulls our senses of what is needful
and relevant but Jesus’ return is
pending and your readiness for that
is in fact a life and death issue.
Additionally, what Jesus has invited
us to trade in our temporal fixations
for, is Him. A worthy prize! A prize
that gives abundant life in this realm
and the realm to come. God is not
seeking people who are scared
of His wrath, it is precisely why
He sent Jesus. God is looking for
people that love Him both in this
age and the age to come. Our end
game must take into consideration
the fact that we are living in the
time of the end. The point of our
existence therefore is to love God.
Remember also that His invitation
is freeing and beautiful and is no
way reserved only for the after-life,
it starts now. p
By Jhonelle Grant
Youth Leader and
Freelance Writer
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The

End Game Plan
1

1500 years before Christ, at Mt.
Sinai, Moses was given the Ten
Commandments, this was God’s
game plan for the end game. So as
Jesus made His final steps towards
Jerusalem, on a Tuesday before
He went to the Upper Room, He
emphasises the Father’s game
plan again, quoting the Shema:
“You shall love the Lord…with all
your heart, with all your soul, and
with all your mind...”, alluding to
Deuteronomy 6:5. “This is the first
and great commandment.” (Mt.
22:37-38).
In the final run-up to the end
times, I believe that when this
commandment becomes first and
foremost in our lives, all the other
commandments will fall into place
and we won’t get burned out from
striving in our lives and ministries.
The most considerable thing we can
do with our lives is to love God with
all our heart, with all our soul, and
with all our mind. What’s so difficult
34
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about this one might ask? Does
our love for God take the highest
priority or does our ministry? Until
we can give ourselves, our heart,
soul and mind entirely to Jesus,
our foundation will diminish. Jesus
said this in His final public sermon,
shouldn’t we take it more seriously?
Don’t miss the target. Is this not
the greatest calling of our lives?
We should focus on trying to know
God’s will instead of focusing on
what we are supposed to become.
In so doing we will cultivate a
lifestyle of loving God?
Loving God With all our Heart
- Affection
The heart contains powerful
affections, emotions and desires.
To be able to engage our heart
with Jesus, to pursue and obey Him
with our emotions one has to first
SET our heart on Him. We want our
hearts to be consumed, fascinated,
captivated
and
apprehended.
Where does our affection lie? What

motivates our actions, aspirations
and rewards?
David intentionally determined to
set his heart, his affection to love
God; “I will love You, O Lord, my
strength”. Ps 18:1. God answered,
“Because he has set his love
(heart) upon Me, therefore I will
deliver him.” (Ps 91:14) David’s
reward was the Presence of God.
David’s passion was to press into
the Presence of God, to meditate,
consider, and inquire in His temple.
(Psalm 27:4)
If Jesus is our greatest treasure,
then we would want to direct all
our emotional energy to align our
hearts to Him.
Loving the Lord With all our
Soul – The Will
The soul is the part that defines
who we are, our personality, our
identity, our inner self. To love with
all our soul is to love God in the way
we live, in the choices we make, in

our behaviour, in our lifestyle. The
heart has to do with affections, the
soul has to do with devotion. Our
identity is based on God’s love
for us and our love for God. If we
are devoted to His service; to live
for Him, being willing to give up
at His command, all that we hold
dear and being willing to die at His
command will not be difficult.
3 Jn. 2 says: I want your soul to
prosper too, to grow in God, your
health, family prospers, friendships,
relationships, children, all to
prosper, not just your ministry.
Loving God With all our Mind
- Understanding
This is to submit all our ‘intellect’ to
His will, His teaching and guidance.
What we do and put into our
minds affects our ability to receive
and express love. Much of our
life occurs in the mind. It is like a
movie screen that plays and replays
images of conversations and
pictures, good and bad, creating

memories. The mind has to be
constantly renewed (Rom 12:2), rewriting the script, replacing dark
thoughts with new ones. Thus, we
need to take time to fill our mind
with His Word, refusing to feed our
minds on things that would feed
the lust of the flesh, pride of life or
the lust of the eyes. We do this by
reasoning, to think, understand and
form judgments by a process of
logic. Gaining understanding from
knowledge involves time to have
regular meditation on the Word to
encounter truth. Therefore the truth
of God in our hearts should lead us,
not the thoughts of the mind.
Another part of loving God with all
our mind is to come into agreement
with God. We process our past,
there are things to forget, and things
to remember. Thereby cleanse the
mind of wrong thinking. Confess,
repent, seek forgiveness, press the
delete button and get back onto
the journey with God as soon as
possible. Forsake compromise, the

devil wants to keep us in a selfimposed prolonged shame.
We love God with our remembrance,
memories lead to gratefulness
and worship as we remember His
kindness, faithfulness, patience.
Anyone can quit pursuing God at
any time but not a person in love.
If you love Him. You cannot quit.
What is this love? To love with all
our heart, our soul and our mind,
is a love that involves a total
commitment on the part of the one
who is loving another. A love that
endures when times are difficult
and when feelings may not be as
once they were. This is the kind of
love God has for us, and how He
wants us to love Him. If we stick to
the game plan we will win the end
game. p
By Suyin Sutherland
Business owner, a lover of God’s
presence, loves to introduce
others into God’s secret place.
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Hunger Games, written
As we face the End
by Gary Ross, Suzanne
Times today, just as
Collins, and Billy Ray,
Katniss was faced
is an action-adventure
with making life and
fictional film that tells
death decisions, we
the story of a sister
are faced with many
who takes the place of
obstacles in life. Christ
her younger sister from
says He has set life
Panem district, in a
and death before us,
televised competition
therefore choose life
of teenagers fighting
(Deuteronomy 30:19,
to the death with
KJV). Katniss was not
one survivor. Two
moved by fear just as
teenagers are chosen
2 Timothy 1:7 says,
from each of the 12
we are not to have
districts randomly, and
the spirit of fear, but
trained for four days,
of power, love and
testing their strengths
a sound mind (KJV).
and weaknesses before
Everyday we must
being dropped off in
persevere, overcome
Theatrical Themes” by jurvetson is licensed with CC BY 2.0.
a camera operated
the obstacles in this
forest for the viewing
life and choose the
The clothing designer, Cinna (Lenny
pleasure of the live audience. The Kravitz) sees a fire deep inside of life of Christ not allowing fear
teenagers in the Hunger Games Katniss and creates a dress with to control us. God has given us
are called Tributes and the Gamer fire, to represent this; referring to power to endure what comes our
creates obstacles throughout the her as “the girl on fire.”
way functioning in love to get us
game that are projected as real.
through while having the clarity to
During
the
Hunger
Games
it
is
They are having to go through
make the righteous decisions.
many obstacles while striving for obvious that she has a heart for
their lives. Ultimately, they have to others. Although survival was President Snow (Donald Sutherland)
decide whether to choose life or Katniss’ priority, she helps a little said, “Hope is the only thing
girl in distress and does all that she stronger than fear, a little hope
death.
could to protect her. Yet when it is effective, but a lot of hope is
The film opens with Primrose was time to defend herself, she did dangerous.” How effective are we
Everdeen,
(Willow
Shields) so while hesitating to kill another. as we persevere to survive the End
dreaming that she was picked for Her hope to see her sister Primrose Times? Hope gives us something
the Hunger Games. Her oldest again, kept her focused on each to hold on to while our faith in
sister Katniss Everdeen, (Jennifer task. She faced fears, yet her hope God gives us the power to make it
Lawrence) is a protective, nurturing was greater than her fears.
through life’s challenges. In the end
sister who takes her place in the
Katniss’ heart, wisdom, planning,
encounters
many determination, hope and strategy
competition. Katniss, a hunter Katniss
with the bow and arrow, was misfortunes during the Hunger allowed her to survive the Hunger
unknowingly in training for what Games, such as being stung by Games, while saving another. So,
was to come. Katniss comes across tracker jackers, which caused as you train for the obstacles in this
as fearless with a hard exterior. She extreme pain and hallucinations. life, just as in the Hunger Games,
is very observant and focussed. She also gets burned by fire when “May the odds be ever in your
When her fear rises, she does not the Gamer, Seneca Crane (Wes favor”. p
allow it to control her, she gathers Bentley), decides to turn Katniss
LaQwonna “Lady Q” Glaster
herself, keeps calm and continues around in the forest with fire, yet
Evangelist, Prayer Warrior, Poet,
Visual Artist, Sisters of Faith
she continued to persevere.
moving in perseverance.

ThinkFilms!

Founder & Event Planner
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Lockdown
What is a lockdown, but a modified prison?
It’s a restriction on movement, producing a chasm.
Brass padlock on green door” by mythic_moonlight is licensed with CC BY-NC 2.0.

On one side are the memories of what was and
how life used to be,
And the other side is completely unknown terrain,
with no security.
Stuck in the middle, where darkness covers me,
Lost, scared and alone.
But I remembered your words, ‘I would never leave
nor forsake thee,’
This prison, although cold and depressing,
Was exactly where I needed to be for my spiritual
undressing.
I stripped myself of the yoke and heavy burdens
that weighed on me
There I saw, my ideas of success, dreams and
goals were never your purpose for me,
You clothed me with a new mindset, with a custom
suit, royal armour,
And now I am prepared to fight with faith and
confidence,
Knowing that the Lord my God, is mighty in battle.
You’ve never lost a fight, and I am victorious!
Lockdown? Prison? Means nothing to me,
Because in Christ there is Liberty!
By Lacia Whyte
A debut writer with SHARE
Magazine an Energy Economist,
a critical thinker and God chaser.

© Lacia Whyte February 2021
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In Praise of Hymn
Crown Him
With Many
Crowns
Crown him with many crowns,
The Lamb upon his throne;
Hark! how the heavenly anthem
drowns
All music but its own:
Awake, my soul, and sing
Of him who died for thee,
And hail him as thy matchless king
Through all eternity.
Crown him the Virgin’s Son!
The God Incarnate born,-Whose arm those crimson trophies won
Which now his brow adorn!
Fruit of the mystic Rose
As of that Rose the Stem:
The Root, whence mercy ever flows,-The Babe of Bethlehem!
Crown him the Lord of love!
Behold his hands and side,-Rich wounds, yet visible above,
In beauty glorified:
No angel in the sky
Can fully bear that sight,
But downward bends his burning eye
At mysteries so bright!
Crown him the Lord of peace!
Whose power a scepter sways,
From pole to pole,--that wars may
cease,
Absorbed in prayer and praise:
his reign shall know no end,
And round his pierced feet
Fair flowers of paradise extend
Their fragrance ever sweet.

Crown him the Lord of years!
The Potentate of time,-Creator of the rolling spheres,
Ineffably sublime!
Glassed in a sea of light,
Where everlasting waves
Reflect his throne,--the Infinite!
Who lives,--and loves--and saves.
Crown him the Lord of heaven!
One with the Father known,-And the blest Spirit, through him given
From yonder triune throne!
All hail! Redeemer,--Hail!
For Thou hast died for me;
Thy praise shall never, never fail
Throughout eternity!
Crown him with crowns of gold,
All nations great and small,
Crown him, ye martyred saints of old,
The Lamb once slain for all;
The Lamb once slain for them
Who bring their praises now,
As jewels for the diadem
That girds his sacred brow.
Crown him the Son of God
Before the worlds began,
And ye, who tread where He hath trod,
Crown him the Son of Man;
Who every grief hath known
That wrings the human breast,
And takes and bears them for His own,
That all in him may rest.
Crown him the Lord of light,

Who o’er a darkened world
In robes of glory infinite
His fiery flag unfurled.
And bore it raised on high,
In heaven--in earth--beneath,
To all the sign of victory
O’er Satan, sin, and death.
Crown him the Lord of life
Who triumphed o’er the grave,
And rose victorious in the strife
For those he came to save;
His glories now we sing
Who died, and rose on high.
Who died, eternal life to bring
And lives that death may die.
Crown him of lords the Lord,
Who over all doth reign
Who once on earth, the incarnate
Word,
For ransomed sinners slain,
Now lives in realms of light,
Where saints with angels sing
Their songs before him day and night,
Their God, Redeemer, king.
Crown him the Lord of heaven,
Enthroned in worlds above;
Crown him the king, to whom is given
The wondrous name of Love,
Crown him with many crowns,
As thrones before him fall.
Crown him, ye kings, with many
crowns,
For He is King of all. Amen!

Reviewing Great Christian Hymns
An 1851 hymn with lyrics written by Matthew Bridges and Godfrey Thring and sung to the tune ‘Diademata’ by Sir
George Job Elvey.] The hymn appears in many hymnals. To the Victor, belongs the crown and Jesus Christ is the
ultimate champion of all times who will receive the Crown of Crowns.
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